
General study updates

Annual Progress Report available online 

https://www.whi.org/docs/2025-Annual.pdf

Garnet Anderson, PhD

WHI Clinical Coordinating Center

Fred Hutch 40th Anniversary Endowed Chair

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

May 1, 2025



Characteristics of Active 
Participants
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Race/ethnicity N %

Hispanic/Latina 1564 3.7

AI/AN 89 0.2

Asian 998 3.7

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Isl. 29 0.1

Black/African American 2834 6.6

White 37711 88.5

More than 1 race 516 1.2

Other/not reported 453 1.1
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Assessing ability to use 
CMS data to enhance 
WHI follow-up 
information

(Figure 6.1 Panel A)
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CMS data available 
among active WHI 
participants

(Figure 6.1 Panel B)
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LILAC funding ends in August, data available through whi.org



Status of cancer virtual pooled 
registry (VPR) linkage

10



Fred Hutch Cancer Center

Some website enhancements re: publications
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Some website enhancements re: publications
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Fred Hutch Cancer Center

WHI funding update

• April 14:  NHLBI informed WHI Principal Investigators in a Zoom call that RC contracts would end at the end 
of their current fiscal year (September 2025). Funding for the CCC would continue through its fiscal year 
(January 2026) and after that, the CCC funding was uncertain.  

• April 18: this information was relayed to the WHI SC with Program Officers present.  NHLBI Acquisition staff 
did not attend.

• April 21: an acquisition officer confirmed that NIH leadership had approved these budget cuts in an email to 
the SC

• April 22: WHI staff and investigators were informed

• April 23: Media start to pick up the story

• April 24: Media stated to report that the funding cuts had been reversed

• As of April 30—WHI has not received official documentation of the budget cuts, nor have we received 
confirmation from NIH that these decisions have been reversed
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The last 2 weeks 
brought . . .

• Widespread and accurate media coverage

• Statements of support, advice, and condolences 
from colleagues, former staff, professional 
societies, foundations, potential donors, 
companies, other stakeholders 

• Outreach from two lawmakers 

• Attention from some high visibility individuals

Reports of WHI funding cuts

• ACOG: https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2025/04/acog-concerned-about-harmful-cuts-to-nihs-
womens-health-initiative  

• AJMC: https://www.ajmc.com/view/hhs-cuts-funding-for-nih-based-women-s-health-initiative-threatening-
decades-long-study  

• BioWorld: https://www.bioworld.com/articles/719479-us-hhs-axes-womens-health-research?v=preview 

• Contemporary Ob/GYN: https://www.contemporaryobgyn.net/view/nih-to-cut-funding-for-landmark-women-s-
health-study 

• Democracy Now!: 
https://www.democracynow.org/2025/4/23/headlines/hhs_slashes_funding_to_womens_health_promotes_lab
_leak_theory_of_covid_origins  

• Fierce Biotech: https://www.fiercebiotech.com/research/trump-administration-cuts-funding-largest-womens-
health-research-initiative-us  

• GeekWire: https://www.geekwire.com/2025/landmark-womens-health-study-led-by-fred-hutch-is-targeted-for-
cancellation-by-feds/  

• Harvard Magazine: https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2025/04/harvard-joann-mason-brigham-womens-
hospital-funding-cuts  

• Health Policy Watch: https://healthpolicy-watch.news/us-food-industry-to-phase-out-petroleum-based-dyes-
while-womens-health-initiative-faces-government-funding-reductions/ 

• MSN: https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/landmark-women-s-health-study-led-by-fred-hutch-is-targeted-
for-cancellation-by-feds/ar-AA1Dtzk7 

• MSNBC: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=z7Hy_NSZgWo 

• NPR: https://www.npr.org/2025/04/23/nx-s1-5372892/womens-health-initiative-research-funding-gets-cut 

• NYT: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/24/health/womens-health-initiative-cuts.html 

• Science: https://www.science.org/content/article/nih-cancels-its-first-and-largest-study-centered-women  

• Sen. Patty Murray: https://www.murray.senate.gov/devastating-loss-senator-murray-slams-trump-gutting-
womens-health-initiative-whi-is-the-largest-and-most-influential-national-study-of-womens-health/  

• Stat News: https://www.statnews.com/2025/04/22/womens-health-initiative-hormone-therapy-trials-losing-
federal-funding/  

• USC Annenberg Media: https://www.uscannenbergmedia.com/2025/04/23/hhs-announces-funding-cuts-for-
womens-health-initiative/  

• Vajenda Substack: https://vajenda.substack.com/p/the-whi-is-endingyou-should-be-furious 
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Reports of WHI funding being restored:

• ABC News: https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Wellness/trump-administration-restore-
funding-womens-health-initiative/story?id=121127530

• CNN: https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/24/health/womens-health-initiative-hhs-
funding-cut-reversal/index.html

• KCRA: https://www.kcra.com/article/stanford-researcher-womens-health-
initiative/64594513 

• MedPage Today: https://www.medpagetoday.com/publichealthpolicy/washington-
watch/115281

• NPR: https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/24/nx-s1-
5376473/hhs-restores-funding-for-womens-health-initiative

• Nutra Ingredients: https://www.nutraingredients-
usa.com/Article/2025/04/25/womens-health-initiative-funding-canceled-not-
canceled/

• NYT: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/24/health/womens-health-initiative-
cuts.html

• Society for Women’s Health Research: https://swhr.org/swhr-statement-on-hhs-
decision-to-restore-womens-health-initiative-funding/

• Stat News: https://www.statnews.com/2025/04/24/womens-health-initiative-hhs-
now-says-funding-to-be-restored/

• TCTMD:  https://www.tctmd.com/news/funding-womens-health-initiative-
imperiled-appears-secure-now
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Fred Hutch Cancer Center

Yesterday   . . .
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Senator Murray Opening Remarks at 
Appropriations Hearing on 
Biomedical Research

Issues for the larger research enterprise—Default Impoundment
https://donmoynihan.substack.com/p/the-nih-budget-is-on-a-
fast-track

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_EMROn0b7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_EMROn0b7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_EMROn0b7I


Moving forward . . .

• We will act publicly as if WHI funding is not secure, until informed otherwise

• Hope for the best but prepare for the worst   

• We have reason to be hopeful

• WHI’s strong reputation has earned us the attention that few other studies 

can achieve, but . . .

• We should anticipate that funding mechanisms and opportunities may change

• Future support requires specific plans for new, important research 
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What is our vision for 
the future of WHI?

What are the most important research questions . . .

regarding women in the 9th and 10th decades of life?

that our existing database and biorepository can address?

What would be lost if WHI was not renewed?

Are there other major research efforts that the WHI community 
should propose?
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